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with, that drawback vanishes. In fact, the opening up
of these vast new countries is like the progress of a rolling
snowball, each little bit of * all right'—I beg the House's
pardon—picks up another little bit; and there is no
limit to the cumulative possibilities if a start is made at
the right end and the scheme pushed and controlled by
the right people." Someone behind him said : " Talking
through his hat." Michael paused, disconcerted; then,
snatching at his bitt, went on : " A job of this sort half
done is better left alone, but in the war, when something
was found necessary, it was done, and men were always
available for the doing of it. I put it to the House that
the condition of our country now demands efforts almost
as great as then."
He could see that some members were actually listen-
ing to him with attention, and, taking a deep breath, he
went on :
" Leaving out Ireland	" (A voice : " Why ? ") " I
prefer not to touch on anything that docs not like to be
touched	" (laughter) " the present ratio of white
population between Britain and the rest of the Empire is
roughly in the nature of five to two. Child Emigration
on a great scale will go far to equalise this ratio within
twenty years ; the British character of the British Empire
will be established for ever, and supply and demand
between the Mother Country and the Dominions will be
levelled up." (A voice : " The Dominions mil then supply
themselves") " The honourable Member will forgive me
if I doubt that, for some time to come. We have the
start in the machinery of manufacture. It may, of
course, be five, seven, ten years before unemployment here
comes down even to the pre-war rate, but can you point
to any other plan which will really decrease it ? I am all
for good wages and moderate working hours, I believe

